• "The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 has been responsible for a virtual explosion of testing in public schools. Although the law as originally written only required testing of children beginning in third grade, more testing of younger children is taking place than ever before …"
Use of Standardized Tests
• standardized tests -banned in certain states for use with preschool children 
Developmentally Appropriate Assessment Practices
"Because formal assessment of children younger than five using standardized instruments is expensive, difficult because the children often cannot articulate their own answers, and often inaccurate (Shepard, Kagan, & Wurtz, 1998) , it is vitally important to their well-being that we become accomplished observers so that we can determine that each child is developing and learning at optimal levels." (Billman & Sherman, 2003, p. 3) Copple & Bredekamp ( (Billman & Sherman, 2003, pp. 5 -6) "Every scrap of observed behavior becomes important when it is finally collated into a pattern." (Cohen, Stern, & Balaban, 1997, p. 176) • What is an anecdotal record? "a short, written narrative which describes both student behaviour and the context in which it has occurred" 
At-A-Glance Observation Sheet
Name: Name Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name:
Sample At-A-Glance Observation

Name: Asha
May 9, 2009 10:40 -10:50 am • Approached group of 2 children (Latoya, Tyler) to join them at the sand centre • Asked "Can I play?" 3 times and was turned down each time; Latoya said "Go away" and Asha left the centre • Wandered over to the small block centre; emptied the wooden unit blocks on the carpet; tiled a small area with the blocks; played alone 
